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LISTENING – TESTING TOOLS
One-to-one interview

1. Listening to audio tapes/cds based on which questions are asked

Dama was a dealer in jewels who lived long ago in Palestine in the far east.  He had the most beautiful and valuable jewels anywhere to be found. One day the high priest in the temple needed some jewels for his breast plate and he sent some messengers to Dama to buy the most beautiful jewels they could get. Dama spread out before them a number of beautiful stones, but they wanted even more sparkling ones. “Then”, said Dama, “I will get some of my very most precious ones out of a cabinet in may father’s room”: and he went to find the jewels. Presently Dama came back with out any jewels. He said the he was very sorry, but he could not get them.

Then the visitors offered him an immense sum of  money, but still he said that he could not oblige them now.  If they would return in an hour or two he could probably suit them.  “We cannot wait,” they said,” We need the jewels at once to mend the breastplate” so they went away. “Why did you not sell the jewels and make us rich?” asked Dama’s wife.” “Why” said Dama, “when I opened the door of my father’s room, I saw that he was asleep on the couch. I tried to enter noiselessly, but the door creaked on its hinges and the old man started in his sleep.  I thought to myself, “I will not disturb the slumber of my father even if it makes me rich. He is far dearer to me than gold”

Questions:

Do you think Dama was right to refuse to sell the jewels? Why? 
Was his father tired?  what had his father done for dama”
 why did he say that his father was dearer than gold” 
what can  money give us? 
What can our parents give us? 
Can money give us love? How can we show love?
--------------------------------------------------- 
There was a war in Germany long ago and thousands of soldiers were scattered over the country. A captain of cavalry, who had great many men and horses to feed, was told by his colonel that he must get food from the farms nearby.  The captain walked for sometime through the lonely valley, and atlast knocked at the door of a small cottage. The man who opened it looked old and lame.  He leaned on a stick. 

“Good day, sir” said the captain. “will you kindly show me a field where my soldiers can cut the grain and carry it off our army?” The old man led the soldiers through the valley for about a mile, and in the distance they saw a field of barley waving in the breeze.

“This is just what we want. We’ll stop here” exclaimed the captain.

“No not yet”, said the old man. “You must follow me a little farther”

After another mile or two  they came to a second field of barley. The soldiers alighted, cut down the grain, tied it in sheaves, and rode away with it. 

Then the captain said to the old farmer: “why did you make us walk so far”? the first field of barley was better than this one”

“That is true, sir” answered the honest old man” But it was not mine”

Questions:

Where did the captain walk through ?
Where did he reach atlast? 

What did he see at a distance ?

What did the soldiers do? 

What do you know about the farmer? 

--------------------------------------------------- 

Have, you even been at sea or on a wide lake or river? Sometimes there is a thick fog, a great white darkness, and the ship just feels it way along, moaning with its fog horn, and the captain is a afraid any moment that something terrible may happen. Helen Keler says that is the way she felt before she had any chance to learn anything. When she was a little baby twenty months old, she had an illness that left her wholly blind and wholly deaf. She picked up a good deal of knowledge just through touching things. At five years old she could fold and pt away the clean clothes and find her own dresses, and her mother often send her on errands. But she had no words and no hearing, and could see nothing.

When Helen was nearly seven her teacher, Miss Sulivan, came to live with her. Ms.Sulivan gave her a doll, and at the same time she made little raps in Helen’s hand to spell doll. Then Helen Copied the little raps, but she did not know that everything has a name.  One morning Ms.Sulivan took Helen to the well and put her hand under the spout, while she herself spelt the word water in Helen’s hand. Suddenly Helen Understood. The little raps on her palm meant the cool, rippling, wet things that flowed over her hands. She had learned that everything has a name.  And immediately she wanted  to learn a great many more names; she learned mother, father, sister, teacher all the same day. And as she lay in her crib that night, she says, no one could have been happier, for the fog had begun to clear away.

How old was Helen when she became blind and deaf 

How did she gain knowledge 

Who was tremendous influence on Helen

What did her teacher give Helen and for what.

What did she understand finally 
------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. Questions posed after reading an interesting passage,  based on grammar and vocabulary   

The song of the vineyard

Listen while I sing you this song, 

A song of my friend and his vineyard

My friend had a vineyard 

On a very fertile hill.

He dug the soil and cleared it of stones;

He planted the finest vines.

He built a tower to guard them,

Dug a pit for treading the grapes

He waited for the grapes to ripen

But every grape was sour

So now my friend says, “you people  judge between my vineyard and me. Is there anything I failed to do for it? Then why did it produce sour grapes and not the good grapes I expected?

“This is what I am going to do to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge round it, break down the will that protects it, and let wild animals eat it and trample it down. I will not prune the vines, or hoe the ground; instead I will let briars and thorns cover it, I will even forbid the clouds to let rain fall on it”.

1. What part of speech is this? 

a. fertile hill    b. Good grapes 

2. Change into indirect speech

Now my friend says, “you people  judge between my vineyard and me. 

3. Give the antonyms:  Sour, fail 
4. Give the synonym  : briar, trample
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

One of the grandest stories of generosity is told of Sir Philip Sidney, the soldier, poet, courtier and true knight of Queen Elizabeth’s reign. While lying mortally wounded on the battle field he asked for some water to drink, and, with a great deal of difficulty, a little water was at length procured, and brought to him. As he was raising the cup to his parched lips, however, he heard a dying soldier close by him crying faintly for water. Turning to the Soldier, Sir Philip placed the cup in his hands, saying, “Take it. Thy need is greater than mine”.

1. Change into active voice :    
A little water was at length procured

2. Change into simple sentence: 

As he was raising the cup to his parched lips, he heard a dying soldier close by him crying faintly for water.

3.Change into direct speech

“Take it. Thy need is greater than mine”.
4.What do you understand about Sir Philip Sidney (generosity) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
3. After listening to an interesting passage.  Answer Yes/No  and  True / False 
DESDEMONA: Why do you speak in such a started and rash manner?

OTHELLO: Is it lost? Is it gone? Speak is it not to be found?

D: may heavens bless us?

Oth: what do you have to say?

D:It is not lost. But what if it were lost?

O: how !

D: I say it is not lost

O:bring it and let me see it

D:why I can do that sir, but will not do it now. This is just a trick to put me off from the request I made to you. I request you to let Cassio be taken back to his original position.

O:Bring me the handkerchief. My mind is perturbed

D:come, come you will never meet a more efficient man than Cassio

O:The handkerchief

D:I request you to talk to me about Cassio
O:The handkerchief

D: A man who constantly let his career depend on your love, shared dangers with you

O: The handkerchief

1. OTHELLO talks about life 





-----yes / No

2. OTHELLO is anxious 





-----yes / No

3. DESDEMONA answers to the point




-----yes / No

4. three times the word handkerchief is refered to 
-----------yes / No

5. the man mentioned in the dialogue is Casio 


-----yes / No
“There were two men who lived in the same town” one was rich and the other poor. The rich man had many cattle and sheep, while the poor man had only one lamb, which he had bought. He took care of it, and it grew up in his home with his children. He would feed it with some of his own food, let it drink from his cup, and hold it in his lap. The lamb was like a daughter to him. One day a visitor arrived at the rich man’s home.  The rich man didn’t want to kill one of his own animals to prepare a meal for him. Instead, he took the poor man’s lamb and cooked a meal for his guest”

David was very angry with the rich man and said “I swear by God that the man who did this ought to die” For having done such a cruel thing, he must pay back four times as much as he took”.

“You are that man”, Nathan said to David. 

Questions:

1. Two men lived in the same town 


true / false

2. The lamb was like a son to the poor man 

true / false

3. The rich man cooked a meal for his relative 
true / false

4. David said that the  rich man should die

true / false

5. The speaker is Nathan



true / false

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
5. Answer questions with alternatives after Listening to an interesting passage
All of us often make mistakes. But if a person never makes a mistake in what he says, he is perfect and is also able to control his whole being. We put a bit into the mouth of a horse to make it obey us, and we are able to make it go where we want. Or think of a ship ; big as it is and driven by such strong winds, it can be steered by a very small rudder, and it goes wherever the pilot wants it to go. So it is with tongue ; small as it is it can boast about great things. 

1. All of us often make _____ a. errors b mistakes c judgements

2. If a person never makes a mistake in what he says, he is ____a.Right b.good c.perfect

3. In this context the animal compared is ____ a antelope b. horse c.mule

4. A step can be steered by a very small____ a. rudder b. wheel c. machine

5. The tongue can ____ about great things a.praise b. boast c. debate

Fill in the blanks after listening to an interesting passage
Just think how large a forest can be set on fire by a tiny flame! And the tongue is like a fire. It is a world of wrong, occupying its place in our bodies and spreading evil through our whole being. It sets on fire the entire course of our existence with fire that comes to it from hell itself. Man is able to tame and has tamed all other creatures – wild animals and birds, reptiles and fish. But no one has even been able to tame the tongue. It is evil and uncontrollable, full of deadly poison.

QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED:

6. Tongue is   like a   ________

7. the antonym of large is ___

8. It sets __ live the entire mouse __our existence  on/ off

9. man is able to control - what is substitute for the word control used in the para

10. tongue is evil, uncontrollable and full of deadly ________
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6. Listening to a disturbing railway announcement what do you do next?
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

7. Listening to story : what happens next  ? 
   
How Motising Nepali dreamt himself out of a job. “Shalam, Shahib,” was Motisingh’s cheerful greeting as he held the door of the car open for Seth Pannal at 8’0 clock sharp in the morning. 
Motisingh had been with the Sethji’s factory for more than 10 years as  a watchman. Pannalji trusted him implicitly and liked his simple and eager ways. Today for example, he had volunteered to drive the sethiji to the airport after doing night duty as a watchman because the driver had taken ill. And here he was smiling and cheerful at the dot of 8.am.
“sheth, shahib” said Motisingh as he started the car, “I am feeling terrible”
“What is the matter”? asked pannalal with an edge of concern creeping in his voice” Arent you feeling weel?

Nothing of that sort sheth shahib said mortisingh
It is just this dream I keep getting night after night
Dream? What  sort of of dream ?
 “Terrible sheth shahib terrible I see you coming out of the factory and I don’t recognize you. So I attack with the kookri and stab you in the stomach.  My God all that blood. I feel so terrible that I wakeup screaming.? “
What happens next in the story …………….can you guess 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

8. Summarizing a telephonic message 
e.g. 

Message from a relative about a birthday function   
Message of the forth coming Interview  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

9. First two lines of the story is stated followed by a series of questions with which the candidate develops the story

 It was past midnight.. a heavy down pour. She was running. Tears were trickling down her cheeks………

1. Why is she crying?

2.  What is her destination?
3. What is her state of mind? 
4. What could be the age of the woman?
5. What is your conclusion to the story?
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

10. Listening to a dialogue and answering the question 
Rajan met a friend the other day a friend he lhad not met for fifteen years. The friend was accompanied by a little girl

Rajan : id neve hear you were married
Friend oh yes its seven years ago now

Rajan whats your name little girl

Girl it’s the same as my mothers its ..

Rajan :nice to meet you neelu
Surprise surprise how did Rajan know the name of his friends daughter when he had not met his friend for fifteen years ? 

The friend who was accompanied by the little girl was women
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

11. Listening to a passage and answering the question 

Just suppose you  are the lift  operator in one of the earliest high rise office buildings in Bombay. Suppose there 23 floors in the building not counting the basement and and mezzanine floor and you have been working there for the last 12 years.  You find that going up doing one complete trip and stopping at every alternate floor takes exactly 4 mintues 53 seconds more the average number of passengers entering and leaving the life at every stop being about 7 to 9 except in peak hours when they may be over 12 per floor. Can you say immediately what the first name of the liftman is ?
And the liftmans first name?

Your fist name what else? 

(The problem starts thus : just suppose you are lift operator…
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